
Ruritanian International Folkdance Club,Inc. 
Website: www.folkdance.nz      Our specific page: ruritanians.folkdance.nz 

OFFICIAL CLUB ADDRESS: 24a Dell Ave, Remuera, Auck.1050 524-9504 
     

President:      Maggie Quinlan 5 Hiwinui Rd, Drury, Auck. 2579  294-7979 
  maggiquin@xtra.co.nz     0275-420-525 
  
Vice-President: Kathie Ellis 22 Maungarei Rd, Remuera   529-4129 
  kathyellis123@yahoo.co.nz  021-0231-9215 

Treasurer, Membership: Dot Otto 27a Kelvin Rd, Remuera, Auck.1050 523-1481 

Editor, Convenor of Winter WarmUp, & Club Buck-Stop:  Rae Storey  
  24a Dell Ave, Remuera, 1050  524-9504 
  raestorey36@gmail.com text only: 021-0231-8888 

Committee:   Harvey Brewer 26 Puriri Rd, Pukekohe       09-238-3617 
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 Ruth Jack 52 Scott Ave, Mangere Bridge, 2022 6368-748 
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Welcome to new member Alison Davis 
– a dancer from way back returning to us 

COVER PHOTOS: 
  

FRONT:  Maggie and David Quinlan cut their 50th Wedding Anniversary cake, a 
replica of their first car.  Supervising is grandson Luca. 
  

BACK:  Glenys Gray, graciously gowned at the Medieval Feast. 
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President’s Musings July‘20  
In the Ruritanian calendar there has been one major event. That 
was a medieval banquet on June 27th , which, sadly, I was 
unable to attend. You can read all about this further on in the 
magazine. 
A major event for me has been the celebration of my Golden 
Wedding Anniversary, which some of you attended. Dave and I 
thoroughly enjoyed ourselves, and with many people coming 
together who have been part of our lives as a couple over the 
years, it made for a very special occasion. 
As I was reminiscing on the past, I was thinking of the story of 
how dance has been very much part of my life. When I was a 
young girl I longed to do ballet and tap, but was not given the 
opportunity. I have always pranced around the house and loved doing country dancing 
at school. I went to an all-girls’ school and always played the female partner. 
When I met Dave, I loved medical balls, and any events where dancing of any kind 
was involved. Over the years, my poor husband has faithfully taken part. When he has 
suggested that we sit the next dance out, I have simply found someone else to join me! 
I had many opportunities as both of our work situations involved dance social events – 
medico-chirurgical society annual dance, medical centre Christmas functions 
organised by me – normally to a Greek restaurant, Opus functions, architectural 
functions, and those held by clients. One was the Concrete Society dinner/dance! 
We went sailing in Greece and danced at the local tavernas. Our life in sailing 
began with a boat called a Sea-Wych and the president of the owners’ club, 
Eric, was a caller for square dance. My 40th birthday was a ceilidh and Eric 
made some very unusual calls! 
Several New Year’s Eve parties have been held at our place, which all involved dance. 
One celebration was when we danced to “Brown Girl in the Ring” – with my friend 
Elaine Brown automatically coaxed into the middle. 
So, when I reached semi-retirement, the first thing I looked for was a place to 
dance. I discovered Rae’s class in the church hall at Remuera, and have become more 
and more involved ever since. I love it. As well as Rae’s class I attend the Saturday 
morning group, now held in Panmure, and, when I can, Beth and Karen’s groups in 
Northcote. The best thing of all is that now Dave is enjoying English Country Dance 
with me. I guess my driving from Ararimu is not doing too much to help the national 
green, carbon-free targets! 
Thank you to everyone who has nurtured me in my passion. We must encourage others 
in the joy and lasting friendships that dance brings. 
With my love 

  – Maggie 
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Coming Events 
Sunday 16th  Aug.: Greek Celebration (Glenti).  Holland House, 123 Rockfield Rd, 
Penrose.  4 to 8pm.  Cover charge: $5.  BYO food and drink. 
Note Holland House licensing: No alcohol to be consumed if minors are present. 
In Greek villages the most famous panagyri is held on 15th August, and their all-night 
partygoers will be just going to sleep on the Sunday morning as we start dancing! 

Sat. 29th August: Jane Austen Winter Assembly, Hamilton. Google DanceFolkus. 

Weekend 2nd-4th Oct.: Workshop and partying in Hamilton (For all. Hosts FDNZ). 
Celebrating the 25th Anniversary of Folk Dance NZ.  For details see p.4. 

Saturday 7th Nov.: Israeli Dance Day in Tauranga. 9.30am to 9.30pm.  See p.5.  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Holland House 
123 Rockfield Rd, Penrose 

Auckland 

Cover charge $5 

BYO Food and Drink 
Holland House licensing: No Alcohol to be consumed  

when minors are present 

Information: murray.birch@xtra.co.nz

GLENTI 

Celebrating our 
connections to Greece 

through Music and Dance 

16 August 2020 
4pm to 8pm 



Bal Folk Auckland 
Balfolk Auckland is a recent arrival to the Auckland Social Dance scene, having 
commenced with open classes just last year. By December we had learned over 30 
dances and to end the year we had a fabulous Xmas Mini-Bal. Unfortunately, Balfolk 
director Michael Parmenter’s commitments to the dance production Salzburg 1518, 
which premiered in the New Zealand Arts Festival in March 2020, and then the 
Covid-19 shutdown, interrupted our resumption of classes in 2020, but we are now 
underway again. 
Balfolk is a popular dance movement based on traditional folk dances of Europe. 
Complex choreographies are simplified with the participatory and improvisational 
dimension emphasised above the performative aspect usually associated with 
traditional folk-dance groups. 

Balfolk is popular throughout 
Europe and Canada, with dances 
drawn from various European 
folk traditions. These include 
partner dances, (scottish, 
mazurka, waltz, and polka), circle 
dances (rondes and branles), line 
or chain dances (bourrée, andro, 
hanter dro), and dances designed 
to facilitate the constant change 
of partners – mixers (circle 
circassian, chapelloise).   
While certain dances have clear 

choreographic structures, Balfolk returns to the improvisational and celebratory nature 
of folk traditions as they were no doubt experienced in their original cultural settings.  
Come and join us on Tuesday evenings for a wonderful experience of creating 
community through dance. 

Venue: UNITEC Dance Studio 202, Gate 1, Building 202, Carrington Rd., Mt Albert. 
Tuesdays 7:00 – 8:30pm                         Enquiries:  Michael Parmenter 021 050 5882.               

TO FIND BAL FOLK: 
This shows the route from the road (at 
Gate 1 into UNITEC) through to the 
Dance Studio building, 202, to find the 
Bal Folk. 
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Saturday Morning Dancing, until recently the Kayak Group 

The Saturday morning International Dance group have moved to a beautiful 
new venue, a dedicated dance studio “The Loft”, in the big community 
building overlooking the Panmure Estuary. 
See our listings on the last page for their contact information.  

Israeli Dance Day, Tauranga, Sat. 7th Nov. 

9:30am (warmups) to party ending 9:30pm. 
Venue: Central Baptist Church Hall, Cnr Cameron Road and 13th Avenue. 

$20 per person.  Includes morning/afternoon tea, supper, and light lunch. 
There are plenty of places close by for dinner – a group booking will be 

made for those interested. 

Please indicate by 30th October if intending to come. 
Say if you would like to be billetted (limited numbers), need transport from 

bus or airport, want to join the group for dinner, or have any dietary 
requirements. 

RSVP to Maria.  Email <windrush@xtra.co.nz> or phone 0221652114 

An alert re Email 
Keep an eye on your Promotions Inbox, and the Trash and Spam too, in case a group 
email that should be in your Primary Inbox has been delivered there.  It may or may 
not be a weakness of Gmail, or of mail processed by MailChimp, but it has certainly 
happened to my incoming mail, and I found it only by accident - it appeared on my 
cellphone, which has a different filter apparently.  The email notices that we send out 
to all Club members go out to you in two groups, not individually.  – Rae 

On Insight and Ceativity 

Joy Cowley recently became one of 20 living Icons of the Arts Foundation.  She says: 
“As I see it, art comes from practice and then from presence.  We work to acquire the 
skills until they are automatic and then we make room for the presence.  I cannot name 
the ineffable.  I find it in the spaces of religion, my own Catholic faith, in mosques, 
temples, churches, synagogues, abundant in nature and strong in children.  Artists 
know this." 

– Joy Cowley, ONZ DCNZM OBE, Novelist and writer  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FIRST DETAILS 
Friday, 2 October: Café FDNZ 7.00-9.30pm. Meet and greet. Light dinner provided. 
St Stephen’s Church Hall, 2 Mahoe St, Hamilton. 

Sat./Sunday workshops, 3-4 October, 9.00-3.30pm. Soup & bun lunch provided. 
YWCA Hall, 28 Pembroke St, Hamilton. 

Saturday night birthday party, 7.00-10.00pm. Bring a plate for shared supper. 
YWCA Hall, 28 Pembroke St, Hamilton. 
Weekend fee: FDNZ members $50, others $80.  To register: j.luiten@xtra.co.nz 
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BIRTHDAY BASH
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Medieval Mid-Winter Feast 
After late summer and autumn without dancing the 
Auckland English Folk Dance and Early Dance 
groups’ Mid-winter Feast and Dance was eagerly 
anticipated.  Dancers from Auckland and further 
afield were greeted with mulled wine to shake off 
Winter chills outside and extra chairs were added 
around the tables as more people arrived.  
The internet had 
been combed for 
medieval recipes 
and there was 
plenty of both the 

familiar and the 
unusual to try. As was the practice of the time both 
sweet and savoury foods were eaten together. It 
was not always obvious which was which so the 
taste would sometimes come as a surprise, but 
always a very tasty one. 
Once everything had been tasted and seconds 
consumed, the floor was cleared for dancing. 
Karen and Beth ably led us in a variety of early 
period dances. Starting with the Farandole we 
progressed through Halfe Hannikin, Hole in the 
Wall, and Upon a Summers Day. Then there were 
the pavanes, almains, and branles to fill the 
programme. With a good number of dancers the 
floor was full and dances such as Row Well Ye 
Mariners had slip stepping dancers disappearing 
into the kitchen when the room in the hall was just 
not enough. 

The end of the evening came all 
too soon and it was back to Winter 
in the 21st Century. It had been an 
evening of good food, laughter, 
dance and music. Everyone was 
especially appreciative of being 
able to enjoy the company of 
fellow dancers and to be dancing 
once again. 

       – Glenys Gray 
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Above: Hosts Karen and Beth 
(Karen with husband Stephen). 
Previous page, top: Cheryl Lawton 
2: Sofia Cradwick, Brent Jackson 
3. Gaby Johnston, Bronwen       
Arlington & Pam Logan 

Above: Pat and 
Trish Henley. 

Right: Raewyn 
Beazy (left) 
and Kelly Blom 
(right) 
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Our President’s 
Golden Wedding 
Ninety-two lucky guests – neighbours, 
church members, dancers, doctors, family 
and precious grandchildren – gathered at 
Magda Lodge on Saturday 25 July to 
celebrate the Golden Wedding Anniversary 
of Maggie and Dave. Seated at a fleet of 
tables, which had taken over almost every 
room of the lovely home, we were treated to 
a full spit roast lunch. 

In a speech David revealed the moments of 
their first meeting, chasing each other round 
a pingpong table at a Christian camp.  
Maggie spoke of the importance of their 
shared strong faith and a love of travel. This 
became obvious when guests were invited 
to share the couple's experiences by trying 
to identify the locations of a series of photos 
depicting their trips to various parts of the 
world. (Photo below - Christina & Lindsay Hull, with Catherine P., Kathie E. & Rae) 

Every good wedding celebration has a cake and this one was no exception.  We 
watched David carve up a bright blue Mini car, a perfect replica of their first vehicle. 
It was the fruitiest car I have ever eaten! 

Being among a large 
crowd like this is an 
unusual experience in 
these strange Covid 
times, especially with 
such attentive and 
thoughtful hosts.  
Heading for home I 
felt fortunate to have 
been the recipient of 
some very warm and 
generous hospitality. 

 – Christina 
Wylie 
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And Kathie’s take on the Golden Wedding 
The much awaited day arrived for four of us to join Rae and Jack and set off to 
Magda Lodge in the beautiful countryside of Ararimu. We were lucky to have a 
sunny day for the trip.  Going up the pretty drive we were welcomed by a reception 
committee of the two friendly donkeys. 

What a lovely experience it was to meet so many of Maggie and David’s friends from 
all walks of life and from the many different groups Maggie belongs to.  And what an 
enjoyable meal! 

David had arranged a competition.  Each table had a series of 16 photos of him and 
Maggie holidaying in different parts of the world. It was fun trying to work out which 
continent, country and city each photo was taken in. 

We did enjoy the speeches. David spoke with 
humour about how he met Maggie, and their early 
days of going out. David remembered when Maggie 
asked him if he would like to come and see her 
body.  He replied politely in the affirmative and so off 
they went – to the medical school. True to her 
statement, there was a body neatly laid out with 
body parts separated.  Architect and artist David 
was not keen on blood so was a bit reserved at this 
sight of such specimens. 

Maggie spoke about their life, love and 
togetherness. Their daughter gave a lovely speech 
about her parents. The three grandchildren were 
very sweet and well behaved. 
This was a wonderful celebration of 50 years of 
marriage.             

  – Kathie Ellis  In photos below (left to right): 
            Jeanette Robertson, Ruth Jack, Dene Young 
        Catherine Pivac, Kathie Ellis  
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For When You Are Visiting Other Cities 
  

International folk dance (IFD) and specialist groups throughout the country are listed 
on the Folk Dance NZ website: www.folkdance.nz 
   
Hamilton:  
•   DanceFolkus (Fiona Murdoch), International. Thurs.7.30, St Stephen’s, 2 Mahoe St.     
Themed blocks culminating in parties.  07-856-8324, dancefolkus@slingshot.co.nz  
Google DanceFolkus.  Facebook: Dance Folkus.  Detailed schedule can be emailed. 

•   Israeli : Woodturners’ Hall, Storey Ave., Te Rapa, Mondays 7.30pm. 
   Contact: Raymond Matson, 07-855-7829 

Tauranga:  Athena, Greek. Gaby Johnston, 07 5433-229, gabemail2@gmail.com 
  
Hawkes Bay: 
•  With Glenys Kelly: Thurs. 10am-12noon. Clive Community Hall. 
 06-8787-272, thenzkellys@hotmail.com 
•  With Raechel Bennett: In recess for the present. 
    Raechel 06 8778367 <s.raechel.bennett@gmail.com>. 
   
Gisborne:  With Jane Luiten: Monthly Saturday nights.  Occasional six-week courses. 
Contact: Jane: j.luiten@xtra.co.nz. Facebook: Good Folk: Dances from Planet Earth. 
    
Whangarei:  IFD is in recess. Contact: Elizabeth 0211197695 <staats60@gmail.com> 

Paihia:  IFD is in recess.  Contact is June Jacobson <junejacobson@xtra.co.nz> 
  
Israeli Groups: In 10 New Zealand centres.  See www.macholpacifica.org.nz 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Contribution deadline for November issue of Roundabout:  Sat. 31st October   

TEXT: Please email if possible (NOT in an Attachment). 
Otherwise on white A4 paper, in 14 pt Times New Roman,with side margins at least 

1.9cm, and 2.2 cm at top and bottom. 
Any other MS needs to be in earlier to give time for transcribing. 

PHOTOS: Digital please – at FULL RESOLUTION. 
Email them or the link for them; or send them on flashdrive or by WeTransfer. 

Hard copy photos only if it’s unavoidable. 
  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
HEARTY THANKS! 
Thanks to our lively writers: Maggie, Glenys Gray, Christina Wylie, Kathie Ellis. 
For photos: Beth Harris (dress back view), Trish Henley (all the other Medieval Feast 
images), the Quinlans (wedding), Ruth Jack (table group at Golden Wedding), Rae 
Storey (other Golden Wedding photos). Bal Folk text and pics: Michael Parmenter.  
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Dancing Every Week:   TIME  CONTACT  

MONDAY International Folkdance 9.30-12 noon Rae Storey,  524-9504  
and FRIDAY NB In Rae’s loft, 24a Dell Ave, Remuera        raestorey36@gmail.com 
TUESDAY Israeli: beginners       7-8:30, venue as Wed.   marta.cullen@gmail.com 

    Time and South American folkdance    Ana Maria de Vos, 638-6771    
venue TBA Instruction and practice    Txt  021-156-8020 
  with Folklore Chileno Latino        anamaria.devossanchez@gmail.com 
              
WEDNESDAY Israeli Dancing, Maayan Group  7-9pm  Jenni Gottschalk, 480-4330  
 Beth Shalom, 180 Manukau Rd, Epsom          jennygo@complus.co.nz

THURSDAY City of Auckland Morris Dancers 7:30pm  Andy Smith 
       Mt Albert Presbyt. Church, 14 Mt Albert Rd      361-2133, 021474740 
        All welcome, dancers & musicians    Details on aucklandmorris.org.nz 
  
THURSDAY Korean dancing for all  10.30-12 noon Leah Park  
 St John Education Centre    027-962-8128  
 247 Edmonton Rd, Te Atatu South   pokcarrya@naver.com 
  
FRIDAY  IFD incl. Chinese & Taiwanese  1.30-4pm Cherie Zeng 537-1568 
 St John Ambulance Hall, 590 Pakuranga Rd     027-5774-168 
 Highland Park.                      joy.international.dance.group@gmail.com 

Dancing Every Month: 
     Irish Set Dancing 
1st & 3rd Thurs. Auck.Irish Society, Rocky Nook 8-10pm       Sue & John Sheehan 
   susanrubysheehan@hotmail.com     445-9105, 0274-888733  
  

    English Traditional Dancing 
Second FRIDAY St John the Baptist Hall  7.30-10pm Beth Harris, 445-9386    
  47 Church St, Northcote     bethjh07@gmail.com; and Karen 
      
     Early Dance 
Fourth FRIDAY St John the Baptist  Hall  7.30-10pm Karen Vernon 
   47 Church St, Northcote         karen@plantagenet.co.nz; and Beth 
  
     Contra Dancing 
Second  SAT. St Lukes Church Hall  7-10.30pm Lenny Bloksberg 
   Cnr St Lukes/New Nth Rd      lenny@bloksberg-it.co.nz  266-2002 
  
SAT. a.m. International: Monthly +. Gwen Mann, 575-1985, gwenmann@xtra.co.nz 
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